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Curry Mallet Church of 
England Voluntary Controlled 
Primary School 
Lower Street, Curry Mallet, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TA 

 

Inspection dates 12–13 March 2014 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Good 2 

This inspection: Outstanding 1 

Achievement of pupils  Outstanding 1 

Quality of teaching Outstanding 1 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Outstanding 1 

Leadership and management  Outstanding 1 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is an outstanding school.  

� Pupils’ achievement at the end of Year 6 has 
been excellent for a number of years. 

� Pupils’ attainment at the end of Year 2 in 
reading and writing over the last few years 
has been on an upwards trajectory and is 
now above that seen nationally. 

� More able pupils are set harder work, 
especially in mathematics, so they can 
achieve the highest levels. 

� Teaching has been very effective in 
motivating and engaging pupils, and has 
enabled them to make excellent progress 
from their starting points. 

� Pupils say they feel safe and very well looked 
after. 

� Behaviour in the school is excellent and 
makes an outstanding contribution to pupils’ 
learning.  

� Curry Mallet Primary School is very much an 
inclusive school where there is a 
determination for all pupils to achieve well. 

� The school is very well led by the headteacher 
who, although new to the role, has a wealth of 
experience working in the school and has a 
very good understanding of its strengths and 
areas that can be developed further. 

� The middle leadership team has quickly got to 
grips with its new role and is already making 
an impact. 

� The governing body is very supportive, yet 
holds the school to account for the progress of 
all of the pupils. 

� The school’s values and beliefs are shared with 
the pupils and these contribute to pupils’ 
excellent social, moral, spiritual and cultural 
development. 

� School leaders, including governors, have 
worked well to improve the quality of teaching 
and raise pupils’ achievement since the last 
inspection. They have sustained pupils’ high 
attainment over a number of years and are 
committed to developing the quality of 
teaching further. 

� Pupils are very well prepared to move on to 
secondary school. 
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Information about this inspection 

� The inspector observed parts of six lessons and a whole school assembly led by a Christian 
youth worker.  

� Meetings were held with groups of pupils, the Chair of the Governing Body and other members, 
as well as with senior and middle leaders. The inspector held a telephone conversation with a 
representative from the local authority. 

� The inspector listened to pupils read and scrutinised samples of pupils’ workbooks. 

� A wide range of documents was examined, including the school’s information on pupils’ recent 
progress, as well as planning and documentation about checks on teaching, and records relating 
to behaviour, attendance and safeguarding arrangements. 

� The inspector also took account of the 30 responses to the online questionnaire (Parent View), 
one letter from a parent and the views of staff through the 14 staff questionnaires. 

 

Inspection team 

David Hogg, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  
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Full report 
 

Information about this school 

� Curry Mallet Primary School is situated in of the village of Curry Mallet. It is much smaller than 
the average-size primary school. It draws most of its pupils from the village and the nearby 
village of Beercrocombe, Isle Abbotts and Fivehead. 

� The school is organised into three mixed-age classes. 

� There are only a few pupils from ethnic backgrounds other than White British attending the 
school. 

� Only a very small number of pupils are supported by the pupil premium (additional funding for 
pupils known to be eligible for free school meals, looked after children and those from service 
families). 

� The proportion of pupils with special educational needs supported at school action is a little 
above the national average. 

� There were fewer than 11 Year 6 pupils that took national tests last year, so the school’s results 
are not compared against government’s current floor standards which set the minimum 
expectations for pupils’ attainment and progress. 

� The proportion of pupils who are supported through school action plus or with a statement of 
special educational needs is similar to the national average. 

� The headteacher was appointed in January 2014, having been promoted from within the school. 
Several other recent appointments to the teaching team have also been made, with staff joining 
at the same time or at the end of the last academic year. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

� Ensure that the pupils always have clear short term targets that are linked to the tasks they are 
currently working on. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is outstanding 

� Overall attainment of pupils at the end of Year 6 has been high for a long period of time and is 
significantly above the national average. The numbers of pupils in each year can be small, but 
the school has secured consistency in this high level of attainment for different groups of pupils. 

� Pupils' attainment in literacy at the end of Year 2 has improved over time, from being well below 
national averages to now being above. The school's own data indicate that this will continue to 
improve further this year. 

� The progress pupils make between Year 2 and Year 6 is excellent overall and is especially high in 
reading and mathematics. 

� Children join the school with skills that are typical for their age, but in different years this can 
vary. The children generally progress well in the individual learning areas and are effectively 
prepared for learning in Year 1. Recent staff changes in the mixed Reception and Year 1 class 
have resulted in improvements in the amount of progress the children make, and more accurate 
assessments of how well the children are doing. 

� Reading is well taught in the school, with older pupils reading with fluency and intonation. One 
pupil was keen to share that she had read 27 books this year. The pupils have a range of 
favourite authors, both contemporary and more traditional, with Enid Blyton still being enjoyed. 

� The school did see a drop last year in the outcomes in the screening check of the pupils’ 
understanding of letter sounds. This was linked to the way the test was administered, which has 
been addressed. Younger pupils’ skills and understanding of letter sounds are now very good. 
Their reading is good and developing quickly, with pupils able to use their knowledge of the 
sounds letters make together to read unfamiliar or trickier words. 

� Mathematics is well taught across the school and, as a result, pupils’ achievement is excellent by 
the end of Year 6, with pupils’ attainment in national assessment tests consistently being well 
above the national average for a number of years. 

� Disabled pupils and those with special educational needs make similar progress from their 
individual starting points, compared with others in their classes, and achieve as well. There are a 
small number of pupils with some very specific needs and they are helped to develop and 
progress extremely well through very effective one-to-one support within the classroom. The 
school is inclusive and is determined that all pupils achieve well. The few pupils from ethnic 
heritages different from the majority achieve as well as their peers. 

� In this school the pupil premium is used very well to support individual pupils. 

� More able pupils are very effectively challenged with specific work matched to their abilities. For 
example, some pupils in Year 6 are working on the higher level tasks and work appropriate for 
secondary school pupils. The school has been able, in the past, to support a number of pupils 
who have achieved good GCSE grades in mathematics whilst still in Year 6.  

 

The quality of teaching is outstanding 

� The excellent quality of teaching has enabled pupils to achieve highly over a number of years. 
Pupils say teacher make lessons fun and interesting. From observations during the inspection, 
the engagement by pupils on the learning activities is high and their enjoyment was clear. One 
pupil from the Early Years Foundation Stage remarked on how much fun they were having in a 
mathematics activity in the outdoor area.  

� Lessons are very well organised, with well thought out activities that challenge pupils very well, 
including the most able, and provide a high degree of motivation. Teachers and teaching 
assistants work very closely together in planning such activities. The quality of planning is 
particularly strong and takes full account of both the wide age range in classes as well as the 
range of abilities. 

� Children in Reception learn quickly because there is a good blend of well-structured adult-led 
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tasks supported by interesting activities that pupils can explore for themselves. Older pupils have 
excellent opportunities to develop their skills through practical activities and apply their 
understanding. For example, a group of Year 6 pupils were challenged to measure and work out 
the areas of different parts of a netball court. 

� Teaching assistants support the work of the class teacher very effectively. For example, in an 
English lesson for the mixed Years 2, 3 and 4 class, the teaching assistant led part of the lesson 
with the majority of pupils which allowed the teacher to focus on developing the understanding 
of the sounds letters make with a group of Year 2 pupils. Both groups, as a result, made 
excellent progress. In the mixed Years 5 and 6 class, the teaching assistants were used very 
effectively to support individuals on a one-to-one basis. 

� The progress shown in pupils’ books is very good and this is supported by pupils having clear 
long term targets to refer to. These are regularly reviewed and new ones provided when they 
have been achieved. This process assists planning and ensures that pupils undertake 
appropriately challenging work. Pupils are strongly motivated by having these targets to work 
towards. However, targets for what pupils need to achieve in individual lessons are not always 
as clear. 

� Pupils’ work is marked thoroughly and teachers provide pupils with guidance on how they can 
improve. 

� The classrooms are bright and inviting. Pupils’ work is of high quality and displayed in the 
classrooms and around the school. In their books their work is neat and well presented and it is 
clear pupils take a pride in the presentation of their work. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are outstanding 

� The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is outstanding. Consequently, pupils feel very 
well cared for. Pupils have a good understanding of e-safety and know what to share and not to 
share on social media sites and when playing games online. They are given opportunities to 
become proficient on their bicycles through a ‘bikeability’ course, and have a good understanding 
of stranger danger. 

� The school has very effectively promoted the importance of caring for each other within the 
school community. Incidents of unkindness are rare and pupils say that, though they may fall 
out, there is no bullying in school. Pupils care and look after each other very well when in 
school. Playground buddies help out at break and lunchtime and are there to encourage others 
to play. Pupils support and help each other as a matter of course, and it was noticed that a 
number of older pupils gently looked after another pupil with additional needs as they came into 
assembly. 

� The behaviour of pupils is outstanding. This contributes very strongly to pupils’ learning. Pupils 
demonstrate a range of skills in class. They are confident to present their ideas in front of the 
whole class and are able to work collaboratively on activities. They know classroom routines and 
what is expected of them and follow instructions very carefully. Relationships within school are 
very good and pupils enjoy working with their teachers. They say that their teachers will ‘always 
try to help them’ and are ‘very kind’. Behaviour outside of lessons is of an equally high standard. 

� Pupils’ attitudes to learning are very positive and pupils display a real thirst for knowledge and 
enthusiasm to participate in the wide range of engaging and challenging activities provided. 
Most subjects pupils say are brilliant and they enjoy the activities in their classes and the 
opportunities to go and learn out of school, especially the visit to the Caerleon Roman Fortress 
Museum. The Years 5 and 6 pupils are currently very excited about their next trip to visit a 
mosque and a temple in Bristol as part of their studies of other faiths. 

� Pupils have very good opportunities to involve themselves in sporting activities and competitions. 
During the inspection, the girls’ gymnastics team took part in a local competition and came third 
against much larger schools and the Years 5 and 6 football and netaball teams performed with 
credit in a local tournament. 

� Attendance is above the national average. 
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The leadership and management are outstanding 

� The school has a sustained track record of high achievement and it has demonstrated strong 
improvement from the previous inspection. Leadership and management have very effectively 
created a learning environment where pupils behave very well and are strongly motivated by the 
high quality teaching they receive. 

� The headteacher is new to the role, but having been the senior teacher in school for a number 
of years has an excellent understanding of the strengths of the school. She has clear and 
focused plans to develop certain aspects of the school further. She has used support from the 
local authority well in her first few weeks in her new role. 

� The new headteacher has quickly provided middle leaders with greater responsibility for their 
areas. Although some are very new to the school, they have drawn on prior experience and 
taken the opportunity provided to review their own areas and begun to make improvements. For 
example, in Reception, assessments of the children’s development have been made more robust 
and have been moderated rigorously. 

� The quality of teaching is monitored very closely. Direct lesson observations made by the 
headteacher are now supported by digital recording to allow school leaders to review how 
effective teachers are in their classes. Systems are in place to review the performance of 
teachers against specific targets, which in turn are linked to teachers’ pay and opportunities for 
promotion. The headteacher is reviewing these targets to ensure they are more closely linked to 
pupil outcomes. 

� Pupils’ work is tracked carefully and allows the school to monitor the progress of individuals and, 
over time, the progress groups of pupils are making. The school moderates pupils’ work with 
other schools to ensure assessments are accurate.  

� The curriculum is broad and balanced and provides a wide range of creative and interesting 
learning opportunities for the pupils. Through the activities provided and the values of the 
school, the social, moral, spiritual and cultural understanding of the pupils has developed very 
well. The school ensures there is no discrimination and all pupils have the opportunity to achieve 
as well as they can. 

� The school has begun to make good use of the additional primary school sports funding through 
the use of coaches to work alongside teachers in lessons and to provide high quality coaching in 
after-school activities. Sport is very popular within school and the participation rates are very 
good. The school, along with the governors, is currently discussing how it can check how 
effectively the funding has been used. 

� Pupils’ welfare and safety are of the highest priority and are ensured with effective child 
protection and safeguarding procedures that meet statutory requirements. 

� The governance of the school: 

− The governing body has worked very effectively with other leaders and managers to sustain 
the school’s strong record of pupils’ high achievement, as well as improvement, from the last 
inspection. It is increasingly effective in holding the school to account for the progress the 
pupils make. Governors have a good understanding of performance data. They are regular 
visitors to the school and have a very good appreciation of the quality of teaching from 
feedback from the headteacher. In addition, they visit lessons and review the progress made 
by groups of pupils. For example, the link governor responsible for special educational needs 
meets with the key member of staff to discuss the progress made by the small number of 
pupils eligible for pupil premium funding and those with additional needs. The governors have 
a very clear understanding of how teachers’ salary progression is linked to them achieving 
specific targets. They are aware also of the procedures for tackling underperformance. The 
financial position of the school is reviewed extremely carefully, as is any specific funding, for 
example that linked to develop primary sports within the school. The safeguarding 
arrangements are closely reviewed to ensure they meet statutory requirements so pupils are 
safe in school. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

 



Inspection report:  Curry Mallet Church of England VC Primary School, 12–13 March 2014 8 of 9

 

School details 

Unique reference number 123751 

Local authority Somerset 

Inspection number 439599 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
 

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary controlled 

Age range of pupils 4–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 74 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Richard Thornton 

Headteacher Wendy Devereux 

Date of previous school inspection 4 June 2009 

Telephone number 01823 480421 

Fax number 01823 480421 

Email address info@currymalletschool.co.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 
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